CC’s 2011 New Year’s Address

Happy 2011 people of the Most-High God!
Seems I have already lived a lifetime in the first week of the New Year. God has been speaking and I see clearly His mandate and direction in this very important season.

However, with sight (or light) comes exposure: Our self-centred agendas, fears and pathetic weaknesses. Most people’s minds have become idle and thus given access to a merciless devil.
It is not our portion to ‘play on the ground’… to live way below our ability and potential. Laziness, fear and a torrid self ambition plague our decision making. Spirit of David should seriously review last year’s messages. If we do, we will learn so many things…and that’s the challenge…there are many things to still learn.

It’s a new year… and with it, a warning...

“And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.” Matthew 2.12

“But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding being warned of God in a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee; and he came and dwelt in a city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, He shall be called a Nazarene” Matthew 2.22-23
This year, we dare not go about the same things in the same way. The same objectives will require a different modus operandi.
That means a lot of things will/must change. It means we have become predictable. It means we have grown comfortable. We need to embrace the change as expedient. 

It’s easy to read the two scriptures and accept them without giving them due thought. Most of us would have woken the morning after the dream and seen the diversion as a distraction…we would have doubted it was God…we would have blamed our new plans on fear…we would have followed the familiar…and we would have died for our predictability and insensitivity.

There will be new ways and approaches to almost everything this year in Spirit of David and your patience, trust and selflessness will be required like never before. Your ultimate commitment to the gospel and the Kingdom of God will have to take priority over previously reigning ambitions and plans. This year, the Lord must be Lord!
I have been warned of God about relationships…been advised to turn aside on some associations…been made to see those who do not really mean to ‘worship the young child’….i have seen those who are not for you…I have also however been encouraged to solidify old friendships, consider new places, revise plans and celebrate people of vision and purpose.
A word you will hear from me a great deal this year is “influence”. It is the guiding force behind the gospel. Influence is why we make disciples of men and not just get them born-again…it is why David was such a great king of Adullam…it is why the kingdoms of this earth must become the kingdoms of Our God and of His Christ…it is why boys look for money but men seek power…it is why government and nations fear Christians…it is why money is a servant and riches are added unto us…it is why our projects must grow and others take off…it is why Better Dancing is a reminder of how far we have fallen and must therefore be all-embraced…it is why we will all belong to classes in branches and no dance older than 2009 will be allowed to be staged at any SOD event…it is why we are not going to be in “halls and hotels” on the European tour…it is why cast and crew may be changed in CT3…it is why the 2011 Awards will be based on a very different criteria…it is why Australia keeps springing up in my heart…it is why Uyo, Lagos, Ife, Calabar, Ilorin and Ado will all have shows this year…it is why the ‘area boys’ and ‘misfits of society’ must be ‘discipled’ and mentored…it is why loyalty is rare and faithfulness expensive…it is why D.I. is powerful and every person seeking to go on tour cannot miss a single meeting…it is quintessential to success…

We lose influence when we give room to self and do our ‘own things’…remember the disciples after Jesus’ cruxifiction went back to doing their own thing. If they had continued in that state of self, the gospel would never have spread and had influence.

Say no to the greater evil of self! Surrender totally. With total surrender comes power…and power is what we need.
Power to invade and infiltrate. Power to succeed and do well. Power to establish ourselves and fulfil our mission. Power to live peaceful and scriptural lives.

Change is a good thing. It refreshes us and deals will our fears. It grants us the grace to see and experience more! We enjoyed so much in 2010…and as the thanksgiving implied, God was indeed good to us.

This year will be even greater!

I ask again that you trust. He who began this good work is faithful to complete it. I ask that you follow me as I follow Christ; that you lend yourself to ministry and give yourself to Him; that you wake up each morning with thoughts of how to make your Master’s work profitable and you go to bed at night knowing that your membership is invaluable to us…as it is indeed to me.

It’s a new year. It is full of fresh opportunities….marriages, babies, jobs, cars, houses, travel, projects etc…I intend to celebrate them all! Lets keep Spirit of David (and what we stand for) as priority in our endeavours.
Indeed it is a happy New Year!
Yours in His Service,

Segun Lawal
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