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September 19, 2010

Pockets of wisdom from the CC.
“What Every SOD Dance Must Have” 
1. Imagery: 

People think in pictures: Leaving an impression, simply means leaving an indelible image. Therefore our dances must be graphic, employing the use of set, costume, props and even positioning to leave an unforgettable story in the minds of the audience. In time, people may forget a step or a move but they will never erase the image it left in their hearts. Be vivid. Paint a picture.
2. Chant:

I’m a firm believer in including a pattern or repetition in a choreography or piece. It establishes the dance and offers the audience not only a second chance to view the sequence but an opportunity for them to associate it with the meaning of a piece or a portion of the dance. As chanting or meditation is to the solidifying of a “Word”…so too is the place of a repetition to a dance. 
3. Professional Execution:

I believe what is worth doing is worth doing well. Excellence and professionalism for Spirit of David means the same thing and simply tasks the dancer to execute the move as presented as accurately and precisely as possible, leaving no excesses or room for criticism. If dances end up looking different from dancer to dancer and lazy in presentation, it is expected professional execution is lacking.

4. Great/Appropriate Song Selection:

Perhaps 50% of the dance is settled with the right choice of song! SOD has a gift for selecting the right songs to help interpret a theme, message or point. This requires good research and patient appreciation of various styles and forms of music. Expand your music library. Challenge the extend your ‘preferred’ taste.
Remember to be loyal to the message…not the song. The song serves to drive the point home that could have otherwise been mimed or said!
5. Tailored Numbers:
I am a big fan for dances with deliberately planned numbers and permutations. You must have an idea of how many people would make the dance work, how many would be too small or too large? How will they interact in the space during the dance time? Would they grow in number or reduce during the routine? 
Working with specific numbers and having a plan that involves tailored persons and movements makes a dance all the more packaged and a grander spectacle on the whole.

6. Stay Out of the Box:
An SOD dance cannot be predictable. People will switch off before you have had a chance to make your point. Even though, we should have said enough in the opening minute to have ‘blessed’ them, we know each dance must work toward a crescendo. Therefore, we do not want the audience to lose interest before the end. Imaginative, creative and daring thought must go in to the dance styles, their use and the overall impression we are desire to leave.

7. New Dance Moves/Styles:

Create new dance moves in every dance…at least two. Moves or styles that have never previously been seen! Name them, then chant them and you would have created a rave. Eventually when people ‘social’ dance, they do so to styles people have created and fashioned together in their own way. People will watch your dance and be blessed but resort to dance styles they know or remember 99% of the time when they are dancing themselves. It is not enough to show the world what we can do…but to get them to do it too!

8. A Point:

Never forget there is a reason why you dance and are dancing. It is not to show off your mad skills but to say something. Dances that say nothing are empty and obsolete. Dance has to have a point and it’s that point that is worth the training, rehearsals, practices and hours upon hours of focused dedication.

And just in case you’re wondering…the point is Jesus Christ is Lord, expressed in the many dynamic and creative ways that makes worshipping, following and serving our God such a joy!!

